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Nainen katselee syrjasilmin vieraan touhuja. Tama
kulkee pienin, topottavin askelin huonetta mittaillen.
Pysahtyy katselemaan ikkunasta avautuvaa maise-
maa. Mitapa siella, nainen miettii, peltoja, metsaa,
muutama kana. Vieras tokaisee jotakin huonolla
suomellaan. Hyvaltahan tuo tuoksuu, nainen ajatte-
lee, suurelta maailmalta.

Jo muutama aika sitten vieras on ilmestynyt Ellin
mokkiin. Kylla Elli on naita nahnyt ennenkin. Aina-
kin Venajalla, kun teki sinne matkoja, paastamaan
ihmiset saryistaan. Pietarin asemalla odottivat kul-
taiset vaunut ja valkeat valjakot. Torvet soivat ja
lakeijat kumartelivat. Moskovassa Turkin sulttaanin
rouva paasteli itkunsekaisia kiitoksia. Monenlaista
on vastaan tullut, mutta ei ehka kuitenkaan taman
kaltaista. Kovin on nuori, pilke silmissa, kukonpoi-
ka. Tuollaiset vievat mukanaan, jos ei pida varaan-
sa.

Sen verran kay selvaksi, etta tahtoo maalata kylan
vakea. Kertoo hakevansa uusia kasvoja, ei valia
mita. Mita rumempi sita parempi. Elli miettii ymmar-
taako ihan oikein. Nuoren miehen puheesta on vai-
kea ottaa tolkkua. Nayttaa kasillaan sen mita ei saa
muutoin vietya perille. Venyttaa sormillaan viiksien
alta pilkistavaa suutaan. Naurattaa tuo heita mo-
lempia. Elli lammittaa vieraalle saunan. Vieras ahkii
pimeassa kun Elli kay huikkaamassa etta olisi nyt
valmis.

Hetken paasta hikinen, punakka naama asettuu
pyyhe lanteellaan hoitopoydalle. Elli kyntaa sormil-
laan vieraansa selkaa, painaa rystysensa vaaleaan
ihoon, pyorittelee ahavoituneilla sormenpaillaan
lapaluiden karkiin jamahtaneita paukamia. Vieras
paastelee mielihyvasta kielivaa ahkinaa, maiskutte-
lee huuliaan ja sopertaa.

Saunan jalkeen vieras asettuu poydan aareen, ot-
taa lehtion ja kynan kateensa ja pyytaa Ellia asettu-
maan uunin lahistolle. Elli siind seisoo hetken ai-
kaa, ihan paikallaan. Katselee kattohirsia. Heilutte-
lee hitaasti kasiaan, eika oikein tieda miten olla.
Kadet tahtovat kulkea hipaisemaan silmille valahta-
nutta hiusrykelmaa. Vieras hymyilee ja Elli katse-
lee, miten kauniit sormella tuolla kukonpojalla on-
kaan. Niin natisti piirtavat ilmaa.

Sovitaan, ettd huomenna mennaan kirkonmaelle.
Elli lupaa pyytaa paikalle aitoja ihmisia. Niita vieras
tahtoo maalata. Ruokolahden eukkoja. Sieltahan
niita 1oytyy, Elli tietaa, ja katsoo viela tarkkaan vie-
raan hanesta maalaamaa kuvaa. Aika totinen on,
Elli ajattelee. Seisoo kuin raavaan patsas.
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The woman keeps a wary eye on her visitor's an-
tics. He walks in little, stubby steps, measuring the
room. Stops to look at the view opening up from the
window. Nothing much there, the woman thinks,
fields, forest, a few hens. The visitor says some-
thing in his broken Finnish. He smells rather nice,
the woman thinks, of the big wide world.

It is a while since the stranger turned up in Elli's
cabin. Elli has seen his kind before. At least in Rus-
sia, when she took trips there, to relieve people of
their aches and pains. Golden carriages and white
teams of horses waited at St Petersburg station.
Horns sounded and lackeys bowed. In Moscow, the
wife of the Sultan of Turkey uttered tearful words of
gratitude. She has come across all sorts, but per-
haps not quite like this one. He is very young, a
glint in his eye, a cockerel. That kind will string you
along if you don't watch it.

He wants to paint people from the village, that
much becomes clear. Says he is looking for new
faces, no matter what kind. The uglier the better.
Elli wonders if she has understood quite correctly. It
is hard to make sense of the young man's speech.
He shows with his hands what he can't get across
by other means. Uses his fingers to stretch out his
mouth, lurking under the moustache. This makes
them both laugh.

Elli prepares the sauna for the visitor. He grunts in
the dark when Elli calls to tell him it is ready. After a
while, a sweaty, red face settles on the treatment
table, towel around his waist. Elli uses her fingers
to plough her guest's back, presses her knuckles
into the pale skin, kneads the knots formed over the
tips of his shoulder blades with her rough fingertips.
The visitor makes grunting sounds of feeling good,
smacks his lips and mutters unclear words.

After the sauna the visitor sits down at the table,
picks up a pad and pencil and asks Elli to stand
near the fireplace. Elli stands there for a moment,
stock-still. Looks up at the ceiling rafters. Swings
her arms slowly, not quite knowing what to do. Her
hands are wanting to brush away a strand of hair
getting into her eyes. The visitor smiles and Elli
sees what beautiful fingers that cockerel has. They
move through the air so prettily.

They make a plan to go to the church hill tomorrow.
Elli promises to ask authentic people to come
along. That is who the visitor wants to paint. Old
Ruokolahti women. That's where you'll find 'em, Elli
says, and carefully studies the picture the visitor
has made of her. Looks pretty solemn, Elli thinks.
Stands there stiff as a poker.
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